
UPROOTING AGRO-SYSTEMS
GROWING TOWARDS URBAN INDEPENDENCE

With increasing urbanisation, finding a way for cities to feed
themselves is a big win, easing pressure on the global food chain. 

So could a city like Amsterdam become agriculturally self-sufficient 
in the future?
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Pickling, freezing, 
vacuumsealing, dark 
dry rooms or deep 
frying are all clever 
techniques that help 
to have as much as 
possible available at 
any time and avoid 
food waste. 

STORAGE

Water is essential for 
the farm infrastructure. 
The harvested food 
is sent by boat to the 
distribution centre 
where it’s further 
divided or shipped to 
the storage.
Besides that, open 
waters provide 
recreational and 
travel opportunities 
for people. An ideal 
location for markets to 
sell fresh produce. 

WATER

A new form of water 
transport will get food 
from the farm to the 
people in Amsterdam. 
The distribution 
centre sends their 
online orders out by 
boat and delivers to 
the doorstep. This 
could work the same 
for households, 
restaurants or 
supermarkets.

LOGISTICS

The control tower is 
the core of the system 
where information 
from all farms about 
their harvest is 
assembled, orders 
are processed and 
transport is managed. 
Data from sensors in 
the vertical farms and 
planting/harvesting 
routines are monitored 
here.

CONTROL HUB

A place where nature 
is left  untouched to 
develop a high and 
complex biodiversity 
over time. This is 
also necessary 
to complement 
and support the 
neighbouring farms.

WILDERNESS

Harvesting fruit that 
grows high up in the 
trees is slow and 
relatively hard work. 
A specialised drone 
could help collecting 
fruit that is diff cult to 
reach. This will give 
the food forest a huge 
boost in eff icientcy. 

DRONE TOWER
Non-residential 
areas to develop 
in the near future. 
There is potential 
for expanding 
residential, industry, 
basic needs, leisure 
activities etc.

DEVELOPMENT

Durgerdam
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FASE 2 - SUBCATEGORIES AND VISUALIZATION
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WHY AM I PRESENTING HERE RIGHT NOW IN FRONT OF YOU?

Today, a designer is not the one who should say that only one solution is the right one. Today the designer 
is THE ONE WHO CAN INSPIRE US and to look at problems from all angles and offer solutions. He / She is 
someone who can create a concept and is THE CONNECTING FACTOR in it. To connect people to concepts 

and realizing them, is what I stand for. This is my position that I take as a designer. I design new ways of 
seeing, so I create new proposals on how we can guide the future of our environment in healthy directions. 

AND TO BE CLEAR, I AM NOT A SCIENTIST, BUT THE "BIG-THINKING-CONCEPT-DEVELOPER" WHO BRINGS 
VARIOUS DISCIPLINES TOGETHER AND TAKES THEM TO THE NEXT LEVEL.


